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GUIDELINE 1:  
States should establish an effective national framework for their response to HIV/ AIDS, which 
ensures a coordinated, participatory, transparent and accountable approach, integrating 
HIV/AIDS policy and programme responsibilities across all branches of government. 
 
GUIDELINE 2:  
States should ensure, through political and financial support, that community consultation occurs 
in all phases of HIV/AIDS policy design, programme implementation and evaluation and that 
community organizations are enabled to carry out their activities, including in the fi eld of ethics, 
law and human rights, effectively. 
 
GUIDELINE 3:  
States should review and reform public health laws to ensure that they adequately address public 
health issues raised by HIV/AIDS, that their provisions applicable to casually transmitted 
diseases are not inappropriately applied to HIV/AIDS and that they are consistent with 
international human rights obligations. 
 
GUIDELINE 4:  
States should review and reform criminal laws and correctional systems to ensure that they are 
consistent with international human rights obligations and are not misused in the context of 
HIV/AIDS or targeted against vulnerable groups. 
 
GUIDELINE 5:  
States should enact or strengthen anti-discrimination and other protective laws that protect 
vulnerable groups, people living with HIV/AIDS and people with disabilities from discrimination 
in both the public and private sectors, ensure privacy and confidentiality and ethics in research 
involving human subjects, emphasize education and conciliation, and provide for speedy and 
effective administrative and civil remedies. 
 
REVISED GUIDELINE 6 – Access to Prevention, Treatment, Care and Support:  
 
States should enact legislation to provide for the regulation of HIV-related goods, services and 
information, so as to ensure widespread availability of qualitative prevention measures and 
services, adequate HIV prevention and care information, and safe and effective medication at an 
affordable price. States should also take measures necessary to ensure for all persons, on a 
sustained and equal basis, the availability and accessibility of quality goods, services and 



information for HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, care and support, including antiretroviral and 
other safe and effective medicines, diagnostics and related technologies for preventive, curative 
and palliative care of HIV/AIDS and related opportunistic infections and conditions. States 
should take such measures at both the domestic and international levels, with particular attention 
to vulnerable individuals and populations.  
 
GUIDELINE 7:  
States should implement and support legal support services that will educate people affected by 
HIV/AIDS about their rights, provide free legal services to enforce those rights, develop expertise 
on HIV-related legal issues and utilize means of protection in addition to the courts, such as 
offices of ministries of justice, ombudspersons, health complaint units and human rights 
commissions. 
 
GUIDELINE 8:  
States, in collaboration with and through the community, should promote a supportive and 
enabling environment for women, children and other vulnerable groups by addressing underlying 
prejudices and inequalities through community dialogue, specially designed social and health 
services and support to community groups.  
 
GUIDELINE 9:  
States should promote the wide and ongoing distribution of creative education, training and 
media programmes explicitly designed to change attitudes of discrimination and stigmatization 
associated with HIV/AIDS to understanding and acceptance. 
  
GUIDELINE 10:  
States should ensure that government and the private sector develop codes of conduct regarding 
HIV/AIDS issues that translate human rights principles into codes of professional responsibility 
and practice, with accompanying mechanisms to implement and enforce these codes. 
 
GUIDELINE 11:  
States should ensure monitoring and enforcement mechanisms to guarantee the protection of 
HIV-related human rights, including those of people living with HIV/AIDS, their families and 
communities. 
 
GUIDELINE 12:  
States should cooperate through all relevant programmes and agencies of the United Nations 
system, including UNAIDS, to share knowledge and experience concerning HIV-related human 
rights issues and should ensure effective mechanisms to protect human rights in the context of 
HIV/AIDS at international level. 
 
 


