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The HCLU in 2020

2795 
donated 1 percent of their 

income tax to our 
organization 

we received a total of 

23 526 900 
forints.  This is 

20 

%
more than in 2019.

Cases closed in 2020:

The Political 
Freedoms Project    12
The Equality ProjecT     25
The Privacy Project     12

In 2020, WE PROVIDED legal aid 
over the phone on 

1500 
 occasions.

Requests for legal aid answered 
via email by November 2020:

New cases that began in 2020:

The Political 
Freedoms Project     40
The Equality ProjecT    13
The Privacy Project      11

Cases in progress 
in November of 2020:
The Political 
Freedoms Project      79
The Equality ProjecT 44
The Privacy Project  36

The Political 
Freedoms Project

The Equality Project 

The Privacy Project

We answered over 

3000 
emails related to the 

pandemic situation.

By the end of November, 
we received 

44 083 155
forints in support 

from nearly 

1300
private persons 

domestically. This Is  

50% 
more than 
last year.

497

598

3394
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We have closed out an extraordinary year. Each generation gets its own extraordinary 
event that seems to change everything. Thankfully, the pandemic is not a war, but it is what 
subverted our lives, took us out of our comfort zones, and made us adapt to completely 
new circumstances. In the meantime, many of us endured significant loss and hardship and 
we still do not know when and how the pandemic will end, but we know that its aftermath 
will be determined by the decisions that will be made in the near future. This out-of-
the-ordinary event has again shown us that success lies mainly in the ability to adapt, 
and if adaptation were a test, we have aced it.

In the spring we transitioned the organization to an online 
operation in practically the space of one day in the midst of 
an increasing influx of legal aid requests. We had to cancel 
many planned events and restructure many plans, but new 
activities replaced these, although the goals remained the 
same. We continued preparations towards opening our first 
regional HCLU office in 2021. To this aim, we have initiated 
legal aid services in two cities. In the interest of amplifying 
the voices of the most vulnerable and speaking out on 
the myriad of problems affecting human rights brought 
on by the restrictions, we had to figure out new forms of 
communication to replace our offline events. 

All the while we kept our eyes on the goals we had set 
before the pandemic. As the coronavirus pandemic only 
brought the problems of rule of law, freedom of speech, 
poverty, and the questions of equality in regard to the 
Roma and people with disabilities into starker focus. 

What is the state’s foremost obligation? 
To respect and protect the inviolable 
and unalienable basic rights of the 
people. That was all we expected of the 
state during the year of the pandemic.

However in 2020 it became clearer than ever to many of 
us what it is like when the state fails to meet its foremost 
obligation. When they do not respect personal freedom 
and do not treat their citizens like adult persons of equal 
dignity, and when they do not or are extremely late in 
carrying out the minimal measures toward the protection 
of human life and human dignity.

Such a crisis requires effective measures by the state 
based on cooperation of the individuals. However this is 
impossible if the citizens cannot trust the state not to 
abuse the reinforced power it has received due to the 
situation in the interests of those who are close to the 
powers that be, but that it will instead use it for the good 
of the whole community. But it is quite apparent that those 
in power did not see tasks and responsibility in 2020 but 
instead an opportunity to further secure their positions. In 
a difficult situation, citizens were left to their own devices. 
Healthcare and education institutions supposed to meet 
the most basic needs of citizens were 

left to their own devices. All the while, this was the first 
time since the regime change that basic rights were 
suspended and a special legal order making it possible to 
implement restrictions beyond what was necessary and 
proportionate was in effect for the whole country. But this 
extraordinary authorization was used by our government 
not only to prevent danger, but for their own petty aims 
to obtain power. And this is a very grievous sin. Not only 
because abuse of power is generally wrong, but because 
it undermined the cooperation necessary in times of crisis. 
Who believes that the restrictive measures, grievous in 
many aspects on their own, are in our best interest when 
those implementing them have betrayed our confidence 
before?

We work so that citizens can exercise their rights and 
so that they can act in the interest of their communities. 
We believe that active citizens and their communities 
can achieve change – their brave steps take us all closer 
to a free and equal country. This is why, since 2018, we 
believe that one of our most important tasks is to support 
courageous, active citizens. An important lesson learned 
from this extraordinary year of 2020 is that even when 
they are left to their own devices in troubled times, citizens 
and institutions are highly capable of problem-solving 
and organization. We have done our part in this problem-
solving and organization.

As the state did not bother to explain the 
ever-changing governmental measures 
affecting the everyday lives of citizens, 
we experienced a never-before-seen 
influx of mass requests for information, 
and we mastered new areas of law. We 
have never before had to carry out 
public information activities on such a 
scale or in such depth. The number of 
answered legal aid requests multiplied.

And it seems that the citizens are grateful for our efforts 
as we have never received so many donations and one 
percent of taxes as in this year that has been extraordinary 
from all aspects.

The HCLU in 2020
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Another important experience gained from 2020 is that 
those who the system has left with nothing to lose are 
the ones who are showing increasingly more courageous 
and tenacious resistance. It was uplifting to see this 
past summer the actions taken by staff members of (the 
former) Index, and in autumn the students and faculty of 
the University of Theatre and Film Arts. To stand beside 
those who are so determined to fight for the protection of 
autonomy, to help them, is self-evident for a civil liberties 
organization. In the meantime an increasing number of 
people recognize that these seemingly individual issues 
are all about the same thing, resistance against unjustified 
government interference. 

These have again strengthened our resolve that it is our 
duty, apart from supporting active citizens, to promote the 
enforcement of basic rights through court proceedings.

Our actions will only bring about 
real change if we are able to reach 
an ever-growing scope of people and 
an increasing number of these people 
stand by the fact that human rights 
have a direct effect on their lives. 
This is why the provision of accessible 
information about our cases and values 
is indispensable. 

Our 2020-2021 activities are determined by three main 
topics of focus. If our opportunities are narrowed down, we 
will seek out new ways to enforce human rights. In our legal 
awareness activities and lawsuits we seek to work with 
the full range of existing legal tools and also to broaden 

the scope of legal tools. In our lawsuits this is reflected 
in the fact that for the purpose of legal development we 
also undertake cases in which there is no well-trodden 
path of enforcement. In 2020, the government once 
again sought to gain popularity by sowing discord against 
vulnerable social groups. Thus one of our main focuses is 
the protection of the rights of said vulnerable groups and 
combatting hate-speech carried out by the state. Another 
point of focus will be the healthcare system, as during the 
pandemic it has become all too apparent that the state 
of the system carries within it the violation of the rights 
to self-determination, equality, and many other basic 
rights. The pandemic has also shown that we must protect 
civil liberties in new legal areas, thus we are taking on 
an increasing number of labor law cases that affect civil 
freedoms. We are proud to have participated in the legal 
team supporting the University of Theatre and Film Arts’ 
workers’ strike. 

The increasingly more courageous and 
persevering stands we see being taken 
and the fact that these are in support 
of one another all give us great hope. 
We stand by the citizens at the protests, 
in court, before the authorities, and in 
everyday life where we are needed. It will 
be the proud and self-aware citizens 
who will put an end to the current 
government policies that disregard 
human rights and alienate the masses.

Stefánia Kapronczay, Máté Szabó 
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It was not only the pandemic situation that was a cause 
for uncertainty for all, but also the constant legal changes 
– just think about the constantly changing regulations 
on entry, testing protocols, or curfew regulations. We 
recognized immediately that our task was to help citizens 
in this uncertain legal situation. After interpreting the 
quarantine regulations of March for the public at the time 
we were flooded with letters and phone calls.  

In just a few days we created our 
online coronavirus guide, in which we 
answered the most frequent questions. 
This website was extended week by week, 
and for many it became a reference point 
in the maze of coronavirus-related 
regulations: it was visited 330 thousand 
times by late November.

In the special situation caused by the pandemic it was 
necessary to provide comprehensible information about 
questions that are not included among HCLU’s areas 
usually but were not available elsewhere. Therefore we 
wrote about matters relating to family law, or those 
concerning general meetings of residential houses. An 
important part of the guide was the interpretation of the 
conditions for entering the country, as well as guidelines 
regarding the rules applicable for healthcare workers. The 
greatest challenge of all proved to be the many questions 
relating to labor law – so much so that labor law has 
become an important part of our strategy.

The interpretation of and compliance with regulations 
regarding the pandemic situation was challenging not 
only for those turning to us, but often for us too. The 
form, content, and speed of the regulations fell short of 
our expectations. It happened several times that we were 
forced to prepare explanatory materials from one day to 
the next, as several rules were introduced which citizens 

had to abide by starting from the following day in the 
course of their everyday lives and work. We could rely on 
the Hungarian Gazette less and less; instead, we had to 
piece together the relevant regulations from individual 
orders leaked through the press, Facebook videos, and 
statements. These often-contained contradictions, and the 
application of the law was not necessarily in accordance 
with the regulations either. On such occasions we also 
stood up for the safety of rights, in the form of applications 
to the ombudsman and as claims to the authorities.

Many requested our legal assistance due to chaotic, 
erroneous, or insufficient measures. It was a key task 
for us to protect patients’ rights due to the emptying of 
hospitals, insufficient contact tracing, and shortages of 
protective gear. We also tried to help educators, parents, 
and students find solutions that are in compliance with 
the law yet reassuring for them and stand up against the 
unacceptable measures.

The 2020 plans of the Privacy Project were mostly 
overwritten by the coronavirus. We answered over 10 
times more legal aid requests in the past year than we 
are used to, when necessary in addition to activists of the 
Privacy Project other members of the HCLU team helped 
out. We made extra efforts and were often exhausted, but 
we always broke deadlocks because we were motivated by 
knowing we managed to help several thousand Hungarian 
citizens directly and hundreds of thousands through our 
guides in this extraordinary situation.

Bori Fernezelyi 

We helped hundreds of 
thousands navigate the 
chaos of pandemic measures
In the unexpected and scary situation that the coronavirus pandemic meant for all, many found them-
selves lost, desperate, sometimes angry, as they were not able to find official answers to their ques-
tions relating to the measures and events that fundamentally influenced their everyday lives. The in-
terest in our legal aid service was over ten times higher than usual: we received more than 350 queries 
relating to the pandemic.
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The distance between 
us has become the 

same for everyone
This year, quarantine has made many of our collaborations more difficult, but as regards maintaining 
contact with our volunteers, when we think of 2020, we will be more likely to remember the doors 
that social distancing opened for us.

Our volunteers are a special and diverse bunch: we 
have translators, graphic designers, people working 
in creative fields, researchers, teachers, lawyers, 
economists, pensioners, adults, university students, 
and high-school students. Many of them live abroad 
or outside of Budapest, but this year when we were 
all forced to eschew traditional means of contact and 
lost the opportunity to meet up in person, we found 
that the distance has become the same for everyone.

Thus as regards community-building, taking to online 
spaces has not only been a challenge but a tremendous 
opportunity. When the world lost its footing, we were 
chatting about human rights in our Zoom meetings 
whilst tending to our balcony gardens. We were not 
allowed to attend protests together? We shared 
photos via social media. Unable to organize in-person 
team building? No problem, we had the chatroom: we 
had a peek into each other’s lives and saw what our 
colleagues’ homes looked like and whether they have 
any pets. 

The joint professional grind toward 
a given issue that we generally do, 
pressed for time on the weekends 
and staying up late at night, has 
become more personal.

But what does an HCLU volunteer do? High-quality 
translations of legal texts, aiding the cooperation 
with international partner organizations and press, 
establishing connections with other NGOs, desktop 
publishing (for example, this publication), subtitling 
videos so that our contents are accessible, creating 
animation, planning, organizing, collecting data, and 
above all, giving a voice to the HCLU’s issues and 
aims in their own environment. At present, we have 
nearly 50 active volunteers who have donated over 
two-thousand hours to our organization in 2020 
alone. Their support, enthusiasm, expertise, and 
perseverance are what allows the work of the HCLU 
to become increasingly visible year after year to a 
wider scope of people.

Petra Júlia Nagy 

Nearly 

50 
VERY active volunteers

Over 

2500 
 volunteer hours 
per year

2 online meetings 
per month

At least

2000 
words translated per week

At least 1 
 video subtitled per week

Several hours 
of discussion, assistance, and 
education daily
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“I believe that the only way toward a more livable 
society is if everyone takes action toward positive 
change; this is why I am an HCLU volunteer. Not only 
am I a part of a great team with many interesting 
people, I learn a lot about societal problems 
working with this organization and how to help 
those who are in need. To me the HCLU is a stable 
point because they consistently represent the 
same values, and I know this will be the case in the 
future as well..”

 Csaba Wojuteczky

“The SZABAD. (FREE.) t-shirt is the HCLU t-shirt; one of 
its most important functions is to provide visibility in 
our current societal space to those who have made 
it possible through their donations to the HCLU to 
provide legal aid free of charge to disadvantaged 
and vulnerable people. My shirt represents the 
work that the legal aid service does, it reminds me of 
the importance of social solidarity and emphasizes 
the unique significance of human rights advocacy. 
That is why I wear the shirt, and that is why I am an 
HCLU volunteer.”

Márton Rátz

“I love to do what I can for a more livable and 
happier country, one where everyone truly is 
equal. As a volunteer, I get to participate in this 
process, and I am glad to be a member of such an 
awesome team as the HCLU.”

Tünde Máté 

“To me being an HCLU volunteer means that I get to 
support the work of an excellent team of experts. 
It is good to know that I am supporting cases that 
really turn people’s lives around. And what is even 
better is that I can do all this from abroad with a 
flexible work schedule.”

Janka Szőke 

“
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We have previously received hundreds or even thousands 
of legal aid queries annually from all around Hungary; 
however we have decided to be more proactive in also 
reaching those who have not heard about us yet or have 
not thought about turning to us for legal aid. We launched 
an in-person legal aid service in Debrecen and in Pécs, 
which will be extended to other cities to provide local 
support and help for those brave citizens who stand up for 
their own rights, as well as for the rights of others.

By mid-November over forty sessions were held in the 
framework of our Pécs and Debrecen legal aid services, 
either in person or due to the pandemic, online. We gave 
advice on exercising the rights of public service employees, 
for the protection of persons living in residential 
institutions, in relation to eviction, patients’ rights, removal 
of children from their families, and for the support of other 
NGOs. In our experience if someone is even a little critical 
of the current government then they might miss out on 
benefits, might have problems exercising their rights, and 
might encounter difficulties.

Still there are brave citizens who stand 
up for their conviction and ideas even 
in this headwind – and we can help them 
exercise their rights even if the state 
wants to prevent them from doing so.

For now we are providing in-person legal aid in Debrecen 
and in Pécs, and we are planning to establish ourselves 
elsewhere next year. We held workshops in many places 
in 2020 where participants could learn from each 
other about human rights protection and human rights 
protection and advocacy tools. Our goal is to provide 
knowledge and motivation for as many people as possible 
to act autonomously as citizens for themselves and for 
their communities.

We consider it especially important to support existing 
and new local free press outlets and bloggers – sources 
of independent publicity – with legal advice and legal 
representation if necessary. If we want the wind of 
freedom to be blowing through the whole country, we 
need independent sources of information, brave people, 
and community builders.

We can support initiator citizens with legal tools. The 
discussions and legal knowledge we provide are useful 
support. These are only a few steps, but they help to build 
courage so that more people dare to raise their voices. We 
would like to get closer to these people to show them that 
they are not alone.

 
Attila Szabó 

Even though our activities have always covered the whole country, in 2020 we began to consciously 
strengthen our activities outside of Budapest. Our experiences are very encouraging.

The wind of 
freedom should 
be blowing 
in the whole 
country
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We will defy 
autocracy – the anti-NGO 
law has failed

In 2020 many illustrated by example the same conclusion: there is a way for resistance.

“The anti-NGO law will fail” – we stated this several 
times in the video made in 2017 after Parliament adopted 
the law, based on the Russian example, which required a 
registration obligation for NGOs. In addition to registration 
the law prescribed using a stamp saying “financed from 
abroad” on every public communication. This was after 
the government and the pro-government press had been 
suggesting for months that those receiving funding from 
abroad are agents of foreign interests. 

Several hundreds of us said no to this law. Some joined 
declarations labelling the law as unnecessary and 
harmful. Almost a hundred organizations gathered for 
a demonstration at Heroes’ Square. Some used a tricky 
way to both register and not. Some deliberately “forgot” 
to register. There were also some like us, who declared 
they would not comply with this unlawful regulation. The 
strategy chosen by the organizations depended on many 
factors such as the activity of the organization or the 
significance of the risk borne.

What is common in those resisting is 
that they defied autocracy. 

Last summer the law fell: the European Commission 
declared it to be in violation of EU law. Even though the law 
has not been overruled by the government yet, and there 
are NGOs who lost eligibility for financing due to refusing 
to register, it has been proven since 2017 that it has been 
worth resisting. 

The resistance against the law on NGOs has given much 
to its participants: acting together has built a community. 
Organizations with completely different activities and 

strategies cooperated for the first time. The Civilization 
Coalition has been active since 2017. It differs from 
previous similar initiatives in its diversity: members work 
on various social issues and carry out various activities. The 
attack and the subsequent contact with each other have 
affected the operation of many of us: our communication 
has become more conscious, and we improved in strategic 
planning and impact analysis. 

2020 will also be memorable for the fact that several 
groups showed exemplary resistance against autocracy 
in this year. In the summer employees of the news outlet 
Index resigned together and have started a new and 
successful online newspaper since then. In the autumn 
students and teachers of the University for Theatre 
and Film Arts (SZFE) began resistance by occupying the 
university building, organizing street carnivals and strikes 
against the restriction of the autonomy of their university. 
In early winter employees of the Petőfi Literary Museum 
(PIM) dissociated themselves from the director of the 
institution who had published an unacceptable piece of 
writing which relativized the Holocaust. 

The conclusion is the same: there is a 
way for resistance against autocracy.  

The ways may differ, and they do not all necessarily have 
to be confrontational. The examples above show that many 
of us are in a situation where we can find our own way of 
resistance. The past three years of NGOs show that we are 
strengthened and able to keep working on our goals. 

 Stefánia Kapronczay

We stand up for NGOs 
stigmatized by propaganda
After two years the listing scandal of Figyelő is over: the 
propaganda paper has lost a case for listing employees 
of NGOs as “Soros’s mercenaries”. Together with the 
Hungarian Helsinki Committee we offered representation 
to those involved who had been labelled as serving 
“foreign, evil powers” in a discrediting article published in 
the spring of 2018. The court ruled that our clients, not 

being public figures, did not have the chance to react to 
the false accusations, which also had an impact on their 
private lives. According to the ruling the publisher of the 
Figyelő had to pay grievance fees to the NGO employees 
labelled as mercenaries, and the infringement stated in the 
ruling had to be published in the paper.
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We awarded the 
FREEest 
Hungarians 
in 2020 too
For the second time, in December 2020 we celebrated the everyday heroes who stood up for a more 
free and more equal Hungary. Professional recognition was given to someone who drew strength from 
their own trauma to stand up for others. The winner of the public choice award is a team that has 
redefined public service in Hungary.

We created the FREE prize last year to 
introduce the exemplary stories to as 
many people as possible of heroes and 
heroines who stand up for freedom 
and do not hesitate to act when others 
meet injustice. In 2019, the “Step by 
Step!” Association and Anett Csordás 
received recognition from the jury for 
the work they do for families raising 
chronically ill or disabled children, 
and the public choice award went to 
Norbert Farkas who grew up in child 
protection and now works as a social 
worker for his peers. Last year a 
special award was presented to noÁr, 
the actor-rapper, for standing up for 
important social issues.

This year due to the coronavirus pandemic an online 
awards ceremony was led by Patrícia Kovács.

The nominees for the FREE Prize can 
teach us that we are all shapers of the 
society we live in or want to live in

– she introduced the nominees. The winners were 
selected by the professional jury and the public from 
nine candidates. They were introduced by contemporary 
writers in our November publication which was a 
supplement in the Marie Claire magazine and on our blog 
on 444. The members of the jury were documentary film 
director Eszter Cseke, Dorka Horváth, founder of BOOKR 
Kids, Stefánia Kapronczay, managing director of HCLU, 
Kriszta László, editor-in-chief of Marie Claire and Gábor 
Miklósi, journalist of 444.

We created the award against cynical 
defeatism to celebrate success instead 
of doubt and to appreciate the people 
who work for change in everyday life

– said Stefánia Kapronczay, who remembered Szilvia 
Nagy, the president of the Rainbow Mission Foundation, 
organizer of the Budapest Pride, who passed away in 2020, 
as such a hero.
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The special award of
 BOOKR Kids was received by: 

Emese Kovácsné dr. Nagy

Under her leadership in the Hejőkeresztúr IV. Béla Primary 
School an integration program has been implemented 
so that disadvantaged children can successfully study 
together with their better-off peers. Emese Kovácsné dr. 
Nagy thanked the nomination and the special award for 
recognizing their work for the development of society in 
the name of the team of educators, parents and students.

The public choice 
award was received by: 
Márton Gulyás and the 

Partizan

According to Márton Gulyás the mission of their program 
is to strengthen the regime-critical public in Hungary, and 
his own personal goal is to strengthen a society in which 
everyone can be politically engaged. Along with his team 
they received the recognition of the public for the work of 
redefining public service – a recognition that the activist-
host also considers a serious responsibility to which they 
seek to remain worthy.

The jury award 
was received by: 

Bernadett Orosz

Bernadett Orosz grew strength from a severe trauma: 
with tremendous courage she spoke out in public after 
being abused by her ex-boyfriend who had damaged her 
face beyond all recognition. She stood up not only for 
herself but also for others in the same situation, so that 
the violence against them could not remain invisible. 
According to Bernadett Orosz, with this award those 
women who gained hope and strength from her standing 
up were also recognized. “Now the chains that have held us 
in the bondage of shame have fallen” – she said.

Other nominees of the SZABAD Award this year 
besides the winners:

Attila Lakatos, who stands up against citizens be-
ing identity checked groundlessly due to the color of 
their skin,
     
Arborist Roland Tasi, who turned to the public after 
he was asked to cut down a Plane tree in the way of a 
construction site, 
    
Physician Zsombor Kunetz, who is fighting for a 
fair healthcare system where neither patients nor doc-
tors or nurses are losers,

Balázs Benkő, a member of the auxiliary police, 
who contributed to a homeless person getting help,      

János L. László,  who helps disseminate real news 
via the “Print it Yourself!” (“Nyomtass te is!”) movement,
     
and the activists of Fridays For Future 
HUNGARY  who are fighting to force action against the 
climate and ecological crisis.
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We sided with the 
demonstrating university 
students who set an 
example for responsibility 
and solidarity

Students and workers of the University for Theatre and Film Arts (SZFE) are showing an unprecedented 
perseverance in today’s Hungary, protesting against the elimination of the autonomy of their university 
and against the efforts of making education impossible. We strive to support their stand by every means.
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Universities in democracies should be autonomous 
communities at all times. They are the centers of 
accumulating and transmitting knowledge, only able to 
fulfil their duties if questions like who, what and how is 
teaching, studying and researching conducted at the 
university are not decided on political grounds by external 
forces. This autonomy can be realized as well as lost, both 
at state owned and at private universities. The autonomy 
of SZFE was destroyed by the privatization of the 
university as the institute was placed under the control 
of a foundation led by political appointees. The foundation 
and its newly appointed board, instead of performing their 
duties are inhibiting education and striving to break those 
protesting against the “change of the institutional model”. 
The protesters are demanding a model, either state owned 
or private, in which they are not exposed to political 
arbitrariness – a model every university in Europe has 
been deserving of for thousands of years.

The students of SZFE occupied the university buildings 
and they were able to find creative solutions to carry 
on their protest against the efforts of the politically 
appointed chancellor and the board appointed by the 
new management of the university, meanwhile the 
education was able to continue unabated. The students of 
the university made the board and the Hungarian public 
finally admit that the students are equal citizens of the 
universities who bear rights and responsibilities regarding 
the maintenance of their university and the standard of 
education as well. They have shown that by practicing this 
right on a high level they contribute to the shaping and 
building of their smaller community, their university, and 
their broader community in Hungary.

The students’ protest both within and outside the 
university reached many people, encouraging future 
action. It showed that there is a great variety of tools at 
the citizens disposal if they want to make a stand for values 
of great importance to them even in a strong political 
headwind. The demonstration on 23 October organized 
by the students was the biggest demonstration of recent 
years. They realized right at the beginning that the only 
way to get results was to show solidarity with other 
protests. Students and professors have shown mutual 
solidarity not only with each other, but they extended it to 
other communities in the country fighting to enforce their 
interests and opinions. Thus the representatives of health 
care workers too had the opportunity to participate in the 
demonstration on 23 October organized by the students.

The HCLU supported the protest with 
continuous legal counselling and a 
lawyer’s hotline – even in the middle 
of the night. We helped with the legal 
interpretation of the daily changing 
situation and of the measures of 
the chancellor and the board, we 
helped with the announcement of 
demonstrations, with the legal 
issues of property protection and 
epidemiological control, and we were 
constantly adapting to the dynamically 
changing needs of the students.

The protest of SZFE students against the “change of 
institutional model” also activated the workers of the 
university – not only the professors but other employees 
as well whose work is essential for the functioning of the 
university. As depriving the university of its autonomy 
means that the employees are no longer able to participate 
in the in the most crucial decision-making processes of the 
institution. The foundation embodying the autonomy of the 
university took over the most important legal powers, thus 
deprived the citizens of the university of the opportunity to 
have a say in the operation of the university. The university 
staff started a strike on the October 1 but revealing an 
outstanding solidarity by taking the best interest of the 
students into consideration, lecturers have still been 
holding classes at the same high professional standard 
ever since, although officially they are not working. The 
strike of the employees is sending the message that it is 
possible to stand up against political silencing with the 
means of employee’s advocacy as well.

We have been offering legal counselling since the 
beginning on the organization of the strike, providing legal 
aspects for the wording of the demands and we prepared 
a straightforward information sheet on the conditions 
of a legitimate strike. We have been striving to facilitate 
the informed decision-making of the strike committee 
by mapping out the legal possibilities and when it was 
necessary connecting them with attorneys-at-law. We 
participated in the preparation of the applications and the 
defenses in the lawsuit which challenged the legitimacy 
of the staff’s warning strike on September 24 and of their 
ongoing strike since October 1. In case of both strikes the 
court decided for the striking employees.

But our work is not over yet. The management is intending 
to invalidate the autumn semester, yet to this day has 
had no meaningful negotiations in this regard with the 
employees. There are pending proceedings against the 
management as the measures of the foundation are 
unlawful on several points. 

The extensive, persistent protest of the citizens of SZFE 
has been going beyond the walls of the university since 
the beginning, and now owing to the epidemiological 
situation it is actually continuing outside the university 
buildings. It could not be caught between the walls of a 
single institution: the elimination of autonomy is a danger 
for an ever-growing group of Hungarian universities for 
whom resistance is not an abstract possibility anymore 
but reality. But their protest is also an example to anybody 
else who simply would like to preserve and enrich the 
values of their own profession, institution or community 
even if it got into the cross hairs of politics.

 
Attila Mráz, Judit Zeller
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When the government is 
FIghting critics 
not the pandemic
Government measures that were claimed to be against the coronavirus pandemic imposed a lot of work 
on the co-workers of our political liberties project. The authorities put a lot of effort into suppressing 
any criticism revealing the deficiencies in the protecting measures.

There were people taken away by the 
police because of their opinion

In the name of epidemiological defense the Parliament 
significantly strengthened the rules regarding 
scaremongering. According to the official justification they 
intended to stop the spreading of fake news that would 
hinder the effectiveness of defense measures but soon 
their true aim became obvious: the government wanted to 
silence the opinions that would contradict them.

We all have been the eyewitnesses that the police were 
taking people to interrogations just because they did 
not agree with the epidemiological measures of the 
government. These criminal proceedings were terminated 
later on but, in our analyses, and several times in the media 
we drew attention to the fact that restrictions which 
result in such intimidating actions are seriously violating 
the freedom of expression – it can lead to self-censorship 
amongst social media users and amongst journalists as 
well.

We consistently stood for those who 
experienced any kind of retaliation 
because of their political opinion, 
to them we offered free legal 
representation.

We prepared a guide about what the citizens should keep 
in mind when expressing their opinion so that they cannot 
be accused of scaremongering. As always, we want to 
encourage everybody to not let yourselves be intimidated. 
When you are sharing your opinion regarding public 
matters it is not a crime, it is exercising your right to free 
speech.

Authorities are threatening 
instead of informing

Informing the public is extremely important in an 
epidemiological situation as well because that is what 
ensures the monitoring of the government vested with 
special powers. The independent press plays a key role 
in this because if the media is not provided with credible 

information the citizens are the ones being deprived of the 
opportunity to be well informed.

We conducted a research with the participation of 19 
independent editorials on their experiences regarding 
public information about the coronavirus.

The responses clearly indicated that the 
official information was completely cen-
tralized. On the press conferences of



15

the Operational Staff they were 
arbitrarily selecting from the 
submitted questions of journalists, 
other public authorities like ministries 
were hardly providing the press with 
any relevant information.

They constantly threatened with retaliation those health 
care workers, teachers and other professionals who were 
leaking information to the independent press. To this day in 
public media there is an ongoing smear campaign against 
any media which struck a critical tone. We have always 
considered it our duty to stand by the journalists, so we 
are providing them with legal aid to help them against the 
authorities which are making their work impossible.

Those who were punished for 
assembling and those who were not

With regard to the pandemic a general prohibition of 
assembly was introduced, it was not allowed to protest 
or to participate in demonstrations. So anybody who 
wanted to voice their opinion responsibly taking the 
epidemiological risks into consideration had to find 
creative ways to do it.
On Clark Adam square they organized car protests where 
the participants expressed their displeasure with regard 
to clearing hospital beds and other measures by honking. 

They complied with the goals of the epidemiological 
measures in vain – sitting in their cars they could not 
possibly infect one another – but the police still started 
to prosecute them and imposed fines of several hundred 
thousand forints on the grounds of using unnecessary 
acoustic signals, participating in an assembly and breaking 
the curfew rules.

We are convinced that these decisions 
can be successfully challenged in 
court. We offered legal assistance 
to those who received a fine from 
the police and we are issuing sample 
applications to get the court to drop 
these prosecutions.

The police’s actions in the emergency situation were 
nowhere near consistent. For example, no procedure was 
started against any of the participants of the anti-Roma 
demonstration on Deák Square as the police labelled it a 
reverential remembrance and not an assembly. We turned 
to the Ombudsman and initiated an investigation into 
the discrepancies in police actions regarding different 
demonstrations and into the necessity of complete 
prohibition of assembly in the emergency situation.

Júlia Kaputa
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The whole 
country needs 
free press
“The priest and the innkeeper remain the only place for publicity” – a chief editor told us when we were 
collecting the experiences of editors and journalists for our research regarding the situation, the chal-
lenges and the obstruction of the independent press. 

This sentence became the title of our research study 
published at the end of February. In this study we 
introduced personal stories, some of which seemed 
surreal, to identify the methods authorities are using to 
get in the way of the independent press.

In 2020 we managed to garner some victories in 
protecting journalists against such abuse of power: for 
example we represented the Stop online portal of Pécs in 
front of the Equal Treatment Authority because earlier the 
local government of Pécs did not invite them to its events 
– finally this was declared unlawful by the ordinance. We 
were also able to efficiently help the journalists who were 
banned from the Parliament or from refugee camps.

We repeated our press research in April in order to 
see what hardships editorials face in the times of the 
coronavirus pandemic. State agencies spectacularly 
ignored journalist inquiries, there was a smear campaign 
in the official propaganda against independent editorials 
and on the top of all this the tightening of the rules against 
scaremongering meant a further threat too.

We were striving to help the 
journalists to be able to provide 
credible information at the lowest risk 
possible.

Since this autumn we have been concentrating on 
editorials outside Budapest including those who we only 
recently got to know in order to assess what kind of legal 
help they need and to able to provide them with that.

We garnered an important victory protecting the Magyar 
Hang (Hungarian political-cultural weekly newspaper): a 
series of rectification and personality rights procedures 
were launched against them after they published an article 
series on abuses in social institutions. The organizations 
and their leaders concerned did not succeed in silencing 
the newspaper – half a dozen of the procedures they 
initiated have already been closed by final court judgement 
– in favor of the Magyar Hang.

As sad as it was to see the journalists of Index 
simultaneously handing in their notices, the final outcome 
is just as hopeful. We have been providing legal counselling 
to the journalists fighting for independence ever since 
the first thunderclouds appeared on the horizon of the 
news portal threatening that they are not going to be 
able to continue their work without interference. For 
an independent journalist this is incomprehensible, but 
the members of the editorial set an example with their 
mass resignations. They showed that they are not willing 
to let the basic values of their profession slip away, and 
they would rather leave for the unknown than stay in 
a community where they do not feel their autonomy is 
safe anymore. They needed this determination for the 
foundation of their new newspaper, and their bravery has 
inspired many since.

Dániel Döbrentey 
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Six journalists defeated the 
Speaker of the House with 
our help, 
in Strasbourg
László Kövér (Speaker of the House) violated the freedom 
of the press when banning journalists from the Hungarian 
Parliament building. This is how the European Court of 
Human Rights ruled in the case where Ferenc Bakró-
Nagy, Tamás Fábián, Norbert Fekete, Balázs Kaufmann, 
Klára Kovács and Iván Mándli were represented by HCLU. 
The Speaker of the House was asserting his power over 
the six journalists because they violated the order which 
impossibly narrowed down the area in which the press was 
permitted to film in Parliament. However the order itself is 
arbitrary and infringing: Kövér had no reason whatsoever 
to limit the watchdog function of the press.

We cannot let 
hatred to take over
It is a conventional and central element of the politics of Viktor Orbán to generate tension between 
different social groups, to stigmatize and exclude the most vulnerable and to generate hatred based 
on the prejudices against them. In the last couple of years refugees were the main target of these 
policies, this year however we had to stand up for the victims of anti-Roma and homophobic incitement 
of hatred several times.

The year 2020 started off with the anti-Gypsy 
governmental statements made on the pretext of the 
Gyöngyöspata segregation lawsuit. He wanted to make 
government supporters state in a national consultation 
that the compensation awarded to Roma people deprived 
of equal education was unfair. The pandemic intervened 
but nevertheless it was codified in June that in personality 
right lawsuits against educational institutions the court 
can only award educational services to compensate 
the infringement. At this point the Hungarian Helsinki 
Committee alongside with 22 other organizations turned 
to the Ombudsman with the request to object the state 
generated hatred and the planned law amendments and in 
case the Parliament accepts the amendment, to attack it in 
the Constitutional Court.

Even the pandemic was used by the 
government to generate tension. 

They tried to blame the spread of the virus on Iranian 
students, two of whom were represented by us. They tried 
to hold our clients accountable, without any evidence, for 
allegedly breaking the quarantine rules and they intended 
to expel them from the country. The immigration authority 
revoked the legal and binding decision about the expulsion 
at last, but the two female students were so distraught 
after what happened that they are no longer planning on 
staying in Hungary after the completion of their exams.
During the special legal order in spring they accepted 
a law amendment initiated by the government which 
basically makes the legal recognition of the sex-change 
of transgender people impossible. We, alongside 14 other 
organizations, protested against this openly discriminatory 
legislation.

During the second wave of the coronavirus the government 
initiated – obviously to pave the way for further 
discriminatory rules – to include in the Fundamental Law 
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of Hungary that the mother should be a female and the 
father a male at all times. This, at a stroke, would make 
adoption impossible for same-sex couples.

All this is a fulfilment of homophobic government rhetoric 
that has been going on for years. “Wonderland belongs 
to everyone” (original Hungarian title: “Meseország 
mindenkié”), a children’s storybook positively depicting 
vulnerable social groups was used by the government 
to exacerbate the prejudices about sexual and gender 
minorities thus laying the foundations for their bill 
submitted later. We turned to the Ombudsman again 
with seven other organizations over the Prime Minister’s 
homophobic statement, the police’s inaction against 
extreme movements and the mayors banning storybooks 
in kindergartens.

It is related to the election campaign in 2018 but it is still 
the development of this year that there is a possibility of a 
substantive legal dispute concerning the anti-immigration 
poster-campaign of the government. Prior to the last 
parliamentary elections they filled the country with 
posters depicting migrants marching behind a ‘STOP’ sign. 
We initiated the Equal Treatment Authority’s procedure 
against the government on the grounds that the posters 
were violating human dignity, the authority however was 
of the view that it had no jurisdiction to adjudicate on this 
case. We have been disputing this case in Court for two 

and a half years in the course of two retrials – in October 
2020, the Court finally decided in our favor.

The state propaganda generating hatred is extremely 
detrimental. It is not only violating the human dignity 
of those involved and exacerbating their exclusion but 
also breaking down moral barriers leading to violence. It 
would be the government’s duty to condemn extremist 
and excluding deeds and to protect the dignity of those 
involved, both with words and with actions. However, the 
government has no intention whatsoever of complying 
with the rule of law. Making social peace impossible in 
order to keep their own power is a sacrifice they are willing 
to make.

But it is our goal of growing importance 
to stand up against hate speeches with 
legal and extra-judicial instruments 
and to encourage others to do so as 
well.

That is why we prepared our “anti-hatred speech kit”, which 
is available on our website.

 
Eszter Jovánovics
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Our stand for home 
care families has 
won a Civil Award
“Free day for all families!” With this title we 
launched a campaign in 2019 together with the “Step by 
Step!” Association and 18 other organizations in order to 
draw the attention of decision makers and society to the 
difficulties faced by families taking care of loved ones at 
home.

In 2020 we won the Civil Award for the best campaign - 
according to the jury’s reasoning we showed the everyday 
struggles of home care families in a sensitive way. We 
brought the signatures of 13 thousand people to the 
relevant ministry alongside a detailed policy agenda, and 
before the municipal elections we discussed with mayoral 
candidates the possibility of expanding local services. We 
addressed the wider society through videos made with 
well-known persons.

Naturally, our work and advocacy for home caring families 
is not over: we continue to work, as more than half a 
million Hungarians need help with their daily lives due 
to their disability or old age. Together with the family 
members caring for them, one in ten people are affected 
by this problem in Hungary, which the state has left them 
completely alone to deal with.

Despite the fact that there are six railway stations in 
Dunakeszi and Fót, those in wheelchairs or with prams 
are in a difficult situation as none of them are barrier-free. 
Therefore the hospital in Vác cannot be accessed by train 
by people with reduced mobility, and buses are also not 
accessible with certain types of wheelchairs.

The renovation of one of the stations in Dunakeszi 
could have brought relief to them, where a local public 
government office will also be established, but complete 

accessibility has been left out of the plans. However 
according to the law in the case of the renovation of public 
buildings accessibility and safe use must be ensured for 
everyone.

The “For Each Other-Together Disabled People’s 
Association” turned to the Equal Treatment Authority with 
our help. The authority condemned MÁV-Start and besides 
the 150 thousand HUF fine they obliged them to carry out 
the accessibility work.

Everyone has a right 
to use the 
renovated 
train station
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We are FIghting alongside vul-
nerable families so that their 
children can FInally come home

We continued our fight against the unjustifiable splitting up of families this year and we achieved unex-
pectedly great success twice.

It has been almost 6 years since we started dealing with 
cases of children who had been unlawfully taken away 
from their families because of poverty and exclusion. We 
first started a lawsuit in a village in Borsod county for 
the return of our clients’ children, and it took us years to 
achieve success.

By 2016, we had received so many complaints from parents 
– mostly living in deep poverty, vulnerable, of Roma origins 
– that in that year we dedicated our biggest campaign 
to the fight against unlawful child removal practices 
because of poverty, for which we later won a Civil Award. 
Since then, we have taken on more and more cases each 
year, built up two major strategic lawsuits to present the 
unlawful practices, held and continue to hold professional 
presentations and consultations for the social profession 
and organize trainings about the enforcement of rights for 
vulnerable parents in order for them to recognize unlawful 
practice and to act as effectively as possible to get their 
children back.

This year we provided legal representation to two families. 
One of them, a Roma family with seven children, lives in a 
small village in Borsod county, Korlát. Their children were 
taken away in early summer despite the parents begging 
and the whole village standing behind them from the mayor 
to the neighbors. The reason for taking the children away 
was that the family’s old house had become uninhabitable. 
The village offered them another house, for which they 
had to wait a couple of months, but in the meantime, they 
settled the family’s housing. It was also not convincing to 
the authorities that the kindergarten and the school both 
had good opinions of the children.

In early June, the children were taken to two different, 
distant foster parents. The parents were completely 
crushed. During the summer we left no stone unturned 
in order to return the children to their loving parents as 
soon as possible, as each day counts in the life of small 
children and this irresponsible and inhuman decision 
caused a lifelong trauma for seven children. We initiated 
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an extraordinary review at the local child protection 
services, challenged the decision in court and ended our 
fruitless dispute with the guardianship authority by turning 
to its superior professional body, the Ministry of Human 
Resources.

The legal proceedings all ended in success in October. 
First, we received professional confirmation from the child 
protection department of the ministry, then we achieved a 
clearer victory than ever before at the Miskolc Court. 

For the court has said what we have 
been trying to make courts state in all 
our cases for six years: that the child’s 
best interest is to grow up in their own 
family, and for this the child protection 
authorities must help the families in 
difficult situations.

During the proceedings we also managed to stop the 
regular abuse by the guardianship authority against which 
we had also been fighting for years. The guardianship 
authorities regularly blackmail the vulnerable parents, 
stating that if they want to get their children back, they 

may not seek redress against their separation – which 
means that they have to confirm the justification for the 
removal of the child despite their convictions. We consider 
it a great success that we made the ministry state the 
unlawfulness of the cruel practice and we warned tens of 
thousands of child protection professionals.

Our other child removal lawsuit is still in progress: we are 
representing Krisztina, a single mother from Budapest, 
from whom her only daughter was taken away by the 
guardianship authority because of her disadvantage and 
her poor living conditions. The reasoning for Pálma’s 
separation was that she lived in a 19 square meter 
apartment with her mother, Krisztina, who had to work 
multiple shifts to be able to pay back her millions of 
debts, in addition to this she had to take care of her sick, 
elderly mother as well. We are hoping that Pálma can 
return to her mother this year, but we already consider it 
a great success that plenty of people became familiar with 
Krisztina’s story who had never received this amount of 
support and encouragement.

 
Ilona Boros 
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The inhuman operations, the neglect and ill-treatment 
encoded in the system degrade the residents’ capabilities, 
harm their personalities and crush their dreams. Hungary 
ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in 2007, therefore undertook responsibility 
to transform the unlawful institutional system. The role 
of the state is clear: the institutions must be closed, and 
instead community-based services should be created that 
are able to react to individual needs. This process, the so-
called de-institutionalization, has been going on for ten 
years in Hungary – we wrote a detailed analysis of the 
situation in January.

The report of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities was published in April, which pointed out 
the failure of the domestic disability policy: the Hungarian 
state is seriously violating the rights of citizens living 
with disabilities at a systemic level. We actively took part 
in the international proceedings, providing background 
information for the investigation. The report makes an 
important recommendation: the government should 
review the concept of de-institutionalization and instead 
of setting up small institutions they should spend money 
on developing support systems that respect human 
rights. In line with the proposals of the UN Committee we 
commented on the government’s new call for tenders - the 
stakes are high; the unlawful segregation of thousands 
of disabled people could be cemented from the nearly 52 
billion HUF. For the 2021-2027 EU budget we proposed 
measures that are needed to establish services that 
enable independent lifestyle, and in September we drew 
attention to the European Commission’s role regarding the 
lawful usage of EU funds at an international conference.

The efficient implementation of de-institutionalization 
is also hindered by the systemic labor shortage in the 
social sector. Our analysis indicated that in the summer 
of 2019, 62% of state-maintained nursing-care facilities 
were understaffed. In connection with the psychiatric 
rehabilitation home in Bázakerettye we unveiled the state 
sneaking around the labor shortage in the social sector: 
the maintainer of the institute misinformed the ministry 
about the missing headcount data.

The residents of the institutes are substantially affected 
by the coronavirus pandemic and are almost completely 
separated from the outside world because of the national 
curfew and visit ban. The closed institutes are the focal 
points of the pandemic, therefore the residents living 
with health problems need priority protection. However 
this does not mean that the institutions can unreasonably 
restrict residents’ rights - their task is to provide 
alternative ways of communication between residents and 
relatives. Over the summer we turned to the Ombudsman 
because of the unlawful practice of a disability home.

In the past 10 years the government 
has not taken effective steps in order 
to promote the rights of more than 24 
thousand people with disabilities living 
in institutional care. This does not deter 
us; we continue to work to protect 
them.

Kristóf Környei

We are protecting 
the rights of people living 
with disabilities
Tens of thousands of people are made invisible 
by residential institutions, the marks of shame 
on the social welfare system. Their operation 
is unlawful as it deprives its residents of their 
right to live independently – it subordinates the 
individual desires and needs of elderly people, 
people living with disabilities and psychiatric 
diagnoses to a routine that allows for the care of 
up to 100-200 people.
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While the UN is urging states to change their 
drug policy to address the issue of drug use from 
a public health and human rights perspective, 
Hungary, amongst the last in Europe, still expects 
results from persecution and deterrence. The 
National Anti-Drug Strategy adopted in 2013 
and aiming for a drug-free Hungary by 2020 will 
expire this year. It was clear from the beginning 
that none of the aims will be fulfilled, and it was 
also clear that the zero-tolerance policy will 
worsen the situation.

We drew attention to the erroneous Hungarian drug policy 
practice of recent years with an online thematic webpage 
presenting the scientific evidence-based way forward. 
We not only provided advice to decision-makers: we also 
compiled a knowledge base for parents, educators, and 
young people. We also held workshops in high school 
classes where we discussed the topic with the teachers 
and students.

It was important to us that not only our own reasoning, 
but different viewpoints are also present on our site, so 
we invited a police colonel, a parent, an educator, and a 
medical cannabis user to tell their personal history or 
professional opinion. We also organized a roundtable, 
where with an addictologist, a criminologist and a criminal 
judge we discussed the faults of the current Hungarian 
model and the necessary steps for the implementation of 
the desirable practice.

This year we continued to provide 
legal assistance to those who were 
prosecuted for possession of small 
quantities of drugs or for medical 
cannabis use.

To pick one case from this year, we highlight the one 
in which the police assumed that a Dutch retiree was 
a drug dealer and harassed him for years. The old, sick 
man was accused of setting up a gang, but all he did was 
order one pack of hemp seeds from a foreign seed bank. 

The appointed forensic botanical expert was referring 
to a manual published in 1960 which failed to distinguish 
industrial hemp seeds from bred cannabis seeds. For four 
years the incompetence of the authorities prevented our 
client from treating his illness with a legal extract made 
from hemp. After the termination of the procedure our 
client was finally able to manufacture his medicine with 
the necessary permits.

The case also highlights that while a few years ago the 
government itself promoted hemp growing to farmers, 
it did not create a safe legal environment and did not 
updated the authorities.

Tamás Kardos 

With reason 
instead of 
strength – 
evidence-based 
drug policy!
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We take action to 
protect personal 
information
Worldwide the gap is increasing between states where respecting the privacy of their citizens is a 
worthwhile effort and those nations who wield overwhelming information power against their own 
citizens by continuous data collection and surveillance. In such an environment it is particularly 
important to take action when the government or actors close to the government are violating the 
right of autonomy over persona data.

Our main goal is to ensure that the misuse of personal 
data cannot be used to intimidate someone for their 
political opinion. That is why we took on the cause of the 
two civilian activists whose names – and in one case, 
their union membership – were published in a defamatory 
article at the Origo news site since they were involved 
in organizing a demonstration. The court ruled that the 
newspaper violated the rights of our clients – confirming 
that it is possible and worthwhile to take action against 
intimidating listings.

Unlawful use of personal data by the politics was not only 
for intimidation. It is an old and unresolved problem that 
political parties build voter databases for mobilization 
and marketing purposes in a non-transparent and often 
unlawful manner. One of our other clients approached 
us because he received emails from Fidesz despite never 
giving his contact details to the party. During the lawsuit, 
the government party wanted to use a signature collection 
sheets to prove that our client had provided the data 
himself, but the signature on the sheets were not his and in 
one place even his name was misspelled. In the end Fidesz 
could not prove that it had legal access to the data and 
lost the lawsuit – clearly showing that it was the parties’ 
responsibility to prove that their databases were being 
operated legally.

We will continue to do everything we can do to ensure that 
the secret services cannot continue their activities without 
independent supervision. Although national security 
requires them to be able to do their job smoothly this does 
not mean the complete lack of supervision, as that would 
lead to abuse.

That is why we undertake cases where 
we can obtain substantive legal 
protection for potential observees.

In recent years the government, as part of the Dragonfly 
(Szitakötő) project, collected videos from 35 thousand 
surveillance cameras to a single central database, where 
the Special Service for National Security added face 
recognition techniques, allowing remote identification or 
even tracking of individuals. To the best of our knowledge 
the extensive camera network and facial recognition 
system is not yet connected, but the possibility is there 
at any time and in the absence of supervision of the 
secret services it poses a serious risk to citizens. To learn 
more about these systems we have successfully sued 
the Department of the Interior to publish the impact 
assessment of the risk of the Dragonfly project – it was 
so unconvincing that we turned to the data protection 
authority. At our initiative, the authority discovered that 
for the time being facial recognition is only used on a 
small scale, in connection with specific cases, and not in a 
comprehensive manner. We will continue to monitor the 
spread of technologies that allow mass surveillance and 
take action against all infringing usage.

 
Ádám Remport 
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“Equal
 and 
More 
Equal”

There was no national election in 2020, but our electoral rights program was still busy.

In February, we organized a roundtable to discuss 
our report on the lessons learned from the European 
Parliament and municipal elections, which was attended 
by representatives of the legal profession and political 
parties, as well as the president and staff of the National 
Election Office. Thus we were able to present our final 
report enriched with their comments. The report is titled 
Equal and More Equal (Egyenlők és egyenlőbbek) – 
referring to the fact that in the 2019 elections, the ruling 
parties were able to compete with the help of significant 
governmental support, often with the approval of the 
executive power. 

The chapters of the report end with 
our recommendations to the legislator 
and law enforcers – if they were 
adopted Hungary could hold more 
democratic, fairer elections with more 
equal opportunities.

In the autumn the by-election of the Borsod-Abaúj-
Zemplén county created new tasks. We provided legal 
assistance and operated a hotline, and we drew attention 
to an important issue that reached all the way to the 
Curia. Candidates have the right to delegate members 
to the counting committees and they must take an oath 

before the mayor of the place where the vote is counted. 
The Count Together Movement has drawn our attention 
to the fact that this is causing difficulties and poses a 
threat for many in the worsening pandemic situation as 
not all delegated members live in the place of the oath. We 
have filed an election objection to allow the oath before 
the mayor of residence, or electronic oath for those who 
come from more distant parts of the country to ensure the 
fairness of the election. The proposal has also been sent 
to all parliamentary bloc and independent members of 
parliament and we hope that it will be taken into account 
when amending the Act on Electoral Procedure.

In November we carried out a detailed analysis of the 
unexpected and unnegotiated electoral legislative 
amendment package submitted in the middle of the night 
to raise awareness: the government is taking advantage 
of the situation again. And as 2022 is approaching quickly 
we have started to prepare for the next parliamentary 
elections – and as such, we will continue to cooperate with 
the National Election Office and NGOs.

Dániel Döbrentey
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The HCLU Reports (A TASZ jelenti) blog 
has been transferred in 2020. Find us 
at the 444: ataszjelenti.444.hu

We have started our podcast series, 
the Right to be Free. Listen to 
thought-provoking conversations 
about the social processes that 
affect our everyday lives: 
tasz.hu/podcast

Everything that concerns you and us 
the most – FIve minutes, no baloney 
– look for our SZABAD.info videos 
on our Facebook page and YouTube 
channel.

Megafon, even during the quarantine 
- we bring our information and debate 
nights to your living room, discussing 
current topics with our invited 
experts.



27

In return for your 
donation, we will gift 

you with one of our 
SZABAD. (FREE.) t-shirts 

or water bottles.

Model: Zsolt Nagy, HCLU ambassador

>> tasz.hu/gardrob <<
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Flóra Benkő
Bea Bodrogi

Zoltán Bognár
Ilona Boros

Balázs Csonka
Beáta Dánielné Tóth

Dalma Dojcsák
Dániel Döbrentey

Borbála Fernezelyi
Gabriella Harmat

Szabolcs Hegyi
Tivadar Hüttl

Eszter Jovánovics
Stefánia Kapronczay

Júlia Kaputa
Tamás Kardos
Anna Kertész
Eszter Kovács
Kristóf Környei
Erna Landgraf
Laura Lovász
Anna Márffy

Gábor Medvegy
Milán Mészáros

Attila Mráz
Petra Júlia Nagy

Zsófia Nagyné Gere
Kata Nehéz-Posony

Emese Pásztor
Márk Pető

Balázs Pivarnyik
Ádám Remport

Anna Rubi
Attila Szabó
Máté Szabó

Zsolt Szegedi
Linda Sziller
Ádám Takács
Kata Tasnádi
Patrícia Traj
Tímea Váci

Réka Várkonyi
Réka Velényi
Beatrix Vissy
Judit Zeller

Kinga Zempléni

Members of the board:

Ádám Földes
Ferenc Hammer

Fanny Hidvégi
Angéla Kóczé

Gergely Zajkás

Special thanks:
BRIMO, Concorde, Díjnet.hu, Drive Online Marketing, Erste Foundation, IMEDIA, JUDAS, 
László Kovács László (for training the volunteer translators group), Magnet Bank, Mas-

tercard, NOS, Polgár Foundation, Pólónagyker, Pólópokol


