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“Thisis an excellent volume which deserves a wide readership,
beyond specialists in Hungarian or European law and politics.
Its theoretical chapters are important contributions to
discussions about transitions to and, especially, away from
constitutionalism. The careful legal analyses in the latter
part of the book show how what at first glance may look
like a fine liberal-democratic constitution in fact contains
deeply illiberal elements and potentially disables democracy.
Given that many enemies of liberal democracy nowadays
are eager to present themselves as good liberals or flawless
democrats, such analyses are particularly valuable.”

“Constitutionalism as a democratic practice to safeguard
human rights can never be taken for granted. This book takes
constitutionalism seriously—it is a guiding light for Hungary
and beyond, and a forceful, enlightened intervention in
complicated political times.”

“The title of the book says it all: a sad and dispiriting story
about the ways in which the constitution of a modern state
in the heart of Europe divides instead of integrates, excludes
rather than includes, and entrenches the position of electoral
victors rather than embracing all political competitors
within an overarching constitutional framework. The story is
told in different voices, from different perspectives, and with
varying degrees of emotion, by the very best scholars in the
field. For students of law and politics there is a powerful and
universally applicable cautionary tale about the mistakes to
be avoided and temptations to be resisted by a government
if it wins an election and secures a constitution-changing
majority.”

PREFACE

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

INTRODUCTION: From the 1989 Constitution to the
2011 Fundamental Law by Janos Kis

What Is Democracy? by Ronald Dworkin

Regime Change, Revolution, and Legitimacy by Andrew Arato
Constitution-Making, Competition, and Cooperation by
Zoltan Miklosi

A Sacred Symbol in a Secular Country: The Holy Crown
by Sandor Radnéti

From “We the People” to “We the Nation”

by Zsolt Kortvélyesi

Human Dignity: Rhetoric, Protection, and
Instrumentalisation by Catherine Dupré

Equality: The Missing Link by Kriszta Kovécs
Freedom of Religion and Churches: Archeology in a
Constitution-making Assembly by Rendta Uitz

From Separation of Powers to a Government without
Checks: Hungary's Old and New Constitutions by Miklés
Bankuti, Gabor Halmai and Kim Lane Scheppele
Between Revolution and Constitution: The Roles of the
Hungarian Constitutional Court by Oliver W. Lembcke
and Christian Boulanger

Governance, Accountability, and the Market

by Marton Varju

No New(s), Good News? The Fundamental Law and the
European Law by Andrés Bragyova

Trees in the Wood: The Fundamental Law and the
European Court of Human Rights by Jeremy McBride

The Fundamental Law of Hungary
Transitional Provisions

First Amendment

Bill on the Second Amendment
Amicus Brief

Opinion by the Venice Commission
BIBLIOGRAPHY

TABLE OF CASES

CONTRIBUTORS

INDEX

570 pages, cloth
ISBN: 978-615-5225-18-5
$75.00/€ 70.00/ £65.00 / 10.990 HUF

The book is available from all good bookshops, local
distributors, and eBook libraries.

E-mail: ceupress@ceu.hu
Web: http://www.ceupress.com



