To the Permanent Representatives of Member States and Observers 

of the UN Human Rights Council

Ref: HRC 27th session – Universal Periodic Review of Egypt

October 30, 2014

Your Excellency,
We are addressing you to express our deep concern for the grave situation in Egypt. As human rights organizations from the North and the South that work closely with partner Egyptian organizations, we have been informed about widespread and systematic human rights violations taking place in that country, in a context where impunity prevails. We would like therefore to respectfully request your government to seize the opportunity presented by the upcoming Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Egypt on November 5th, 2014 to urge Egyptian authorities to take concrete measures to guarantee full respect for human rights obligations. In this regard we provide below some information you may find useful to formulate specific questions and recommendations.  
Since Egypt’s last UPR in 2010, the country has failed to meet most of the commitments assumed and the human rights situation in the country deteriorated to unprecedented levels. The country has gone through political turmoil and experienced many changes stemming from the revolution of January 25, 2011.
Egyptian security forces have continued to make use of excessive and lethal force during social protests and other law-enforcement operations, followed by a complete lack of accountability. Not a single security officer has been held to account for the killing of nearly 1000 people in a single day during the summer of 2013. 
Tens of thousands of people are in prison, most of them spending months in lengthy pre-trial detention; a measure that lost its precautionary aim and became punitive. Others have been deprived of their liberty in unofficial places of detention and subjected to enforced disappearances. Hundreds of collective death sentences were issued in cases related to the political violence of 2013 in unfair judicial proceedings that lacked due process. This was described by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights as a "travesty of justice".
 
Already poor detention conditions have deteriorated further due to the sharp increase in the number of arrests since the summer of 2013. Hundreds of prisoners have gone on hunger strike, as many inmates claim that they have been subjected to torture and denied their basic due process rights. A number of the torture cases documented have also led to death in custody. 

Egyptian partner organizations have monitored situations that reveal serious breaches to the right to fair trial, including extraction of confessions or information under torture, no guarantees to adequate defense, on-going military trials of civilians, and little efforts made by courts to establish individual criminal responsibility and examine all evidence for and against suspects on par. Of particular concern is that grave violations to fair trial rights have been documented in cases leading to the application of the death penalty. Also, serious questions exist regarding the impartiality of the judicial system including the public prosecutor, in light of its failure to hold accountable security officials for unlawful killings and torture, while rushing to indict and sentence protesters and other dissidents in flawed judicial proceedings. 
It needs to be highlighted the increasingly shrinking space for civil society and threats that human rights organizations will be soon shut down. The Law 84 of 2002, which regulates the work of NGOs in Egypt, is still in force despite of Egypt's commitment to implement recommendation 88 of the 2010 UPR that urges for its reform. This law gives the administrative authority almost absolute rights to decide upon the existence of an NGO, to freeze its activities, and control over foreign funding and the joining of international networks/coalitions. In sum, it gives to the administrative authority the power to dissolve NGOs and liquidate its funds. Almost all independent human rights NGOs operate as law firms or as civil companies registered under the domestic laws. 
The government threatened all these NGOs to submit to Law 84 of 2002 before November 10, 2014 or cease activities. This comes after various incidents of harassment against organizations, which have reported police raids in their offices, assaults to their staff members, some of whom were even arrested. This has been accompanied by a vicious sustained smear campaign in the media.
The UPR is a critical moment for the Human Rights Council to take on an active role in the face of the grave human rights violations taking place in Egypt. We call on your delegation to ensure that the interactive dialogue with Egypt, as well as the recommendations put forward, addresses at a minimum the following key issues:
· Measures taken to guarantee the absolute prohibition of torture and other cruel and inhuman or degrading treatment, particularly in places of deprivation of liberty.
· Measures taken to investigate the killing of protesters, to prosecute those responsible and to ensure effective remedies for victims.

· Measures taken to guarantee that the policing of social protests is in full accordance with the Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, which may not be departed from even in exceptional circumstances of political instability (Principle 8). In this regard, that force is prevented from use except where strictly necessary and in proportion to the legitimate objective, and that effective accountability mechanisms are in place.
· Measures taken to ensure that detentions are only carried out strictly in accordance with the law by competent officials and are subject to judicial control, in accordance with the Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment. In this regard, that all persons unlawfully detained in the context of social protests are immediately released and that all due process guarantees are maintained.
· Measures taken to guarantee proper conditions in places of deprivation of liberty, in accordance with the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners.

· Measures taken to implement recommendation 88 of 2010 UPR. In this regard, that Law 84 of 2002 is revoked and a new law on associations is issued after being drafted in consultation with civil society. This new law shall not allow the government to dissolve any organization or intervene in its activities while providing for a transparent and independent monitoring system through the tax authorities or an independent body.
Accept, Excellency, the assurance of our highest considerations.
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